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| Commandments
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Jonathan Samuel Varghese
Northampton, UK

Down

1. You shall not (to want some-
thing that belong to another)
your father and your mother.
Remember the Sabbath day by keep-
ing it
6. You shall not ___
not belong to you)

7. You shall not misuse the
LORD your God.

Across
2. You shaal not not make for yourself an

5. You shall have no other before me. 3.
7. You shall commit adultery. 4.
8. You shall not (Kill)

9. You shall not give
agaisnt your neighbor

testimony (to take what does
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her smile like that made my day. Some days ago, she was
crying because of the reason her father died. It happened
some decades ago... Her room was totally dark with a
window and a tailor machine. She loves stitching. A door
was kept tilted so that she won't come outside the room.
She has forgotten everything, aunty had to show her how
to eat and drink and she used to do that. One thing | loved
about her was she used to respect food a lot. Before
taking a bite, she used to pray and then have it. My
mother asked her if she remembered who we were. Sadly
she didn't know and tried guessing but failed. You should
watch her smile, it's literally the cutest smile ever! After
sometime, we went back to our house.

Later that night | thanked god for such a wonderful life. |
made sure that | would try my best to make everyday a
memorable day and write about all the memories. My
mom has told a lot about her and | wish one day she
would remember everything again...



A 12-year-old boy was a key witness in a
lawsuit. One of the Iawyers, after intense !
questioning, asked, “your father told you
what to say, didn’t he?” “Yes”, answered Jacob Varghese
the boy. “Now tell us”, pursued the lawyer
“‘what were his instructions?”  “Well,
replied the boy, “Father told me the
lawyers would try to tangle me in my testimony; but if | would just be
careful and tell the truth, | could say the same thing every time”.
Henry David Thoreau once said, “Rather than love, than money,
than fame, give me truth.” Imagine the difference it would make in
our world!

United Kingdom

There is a great deal of false service by many who profess to serve God but actually want God to serve them. They will give, but they always expect
to be repaid. They will help the needy, but it's to keep God from allowing tragedies to befall them. The list could go on and on and would eventually
touch every one of us. Why? Because | believe only few really understand the function that finances play in our spiritual lives. It surprises Christians
to learn that approximately two-thirds of the parables that Christ used in teaching deal specifically with finances. Christ never said money or material
things were problems. He said that they were symptoms of the real problems. He constantly warned us to guard our hearts against greed, covetous-
ness, ego, and pride, because these are the tools that Satan uses to control and manipulate this world. "Then He said to them, ‘Watch out! Be on your
guard against all kinds of greed; a man'’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions'" (Luke 12:15). The world around us tells us, if you
don't have the money for what you "need," borrow to get it. If it's too expensive for your income, so what? You deserve it; besides, you have to stretch
yourself if you want to be successful in this world.

God's Word tells us to learn to be content and dedicate ourselves to serving God. In Hebrews 12:1 we are told "Let us throw off everything that hinders
and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us." Some very godly people in the Bible were rich.
Many Israelites had great wealth, and because of that they were able to provide lavishly for the building of the temple. Yet Christ warned those who
are rich to always be on their guard in Luke 12:15-21. "Rich" is a very subjective term and it's used in a context with having enough money to meet
all of your reasonable needs and still have funds left over. Clearly, God's Word teaches that many of His people will fit into this category. God's plan
is clearly stated in 2 Corinthians 8:14-15: At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you
need. Then there will be equality, as it is written: “He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little”.
There is a great temptation to trust in the security that a surplus can provide. The greater the surplus, the greater the temptation. That's why those
who are rich must guard their hearts and minds with the principles from God's Word.

The greatest need in our generation is for God's Word to be taught clearly and undiluted. The next greatest need is for Christians who will demonstrate
that it works. We can be thankful for what some wealthy Christians do with their money. | know a family who gives thousands of rupees to Christian
causes each month. What good their riches accomplish! The fact remains, however, that not all of us can be trusted with great wealth. So don’t set
your heart on it. Instead, thank God for what you have, and be content. Then faithfully honour Him with what He has given you. An American tourist
travelled to Poland once to visit with a respected religious teacher who was known for his wisdom. The visitor noticed that the man’s room had nothing
but a table, a chair and some books. Puzzled by such graveness, he asked, “Where is your furniture?” The teacher answered, “My furniture? Where
is your furniture, my friend?” The American protested, “Furniture? But | am only a tourist passing through.” “So am I”, said the man. And so are all of
us. Because it’s true that we are just passing through this world, we need to learn to loosen our grip on our earthly possessions and riches.

A business friend of mine once asked me, "Do you think it's possible to be totally honest in our business today?" He went on to explain that he didn't
purposely cheat anyone, but even when "negotiating" a sale the common practice was for the seller to begin at a price higher than desired, knowing
that the buyer always started with a price lower than acceptable. As | considered his question, | realized what he had asked must be a conscious
thought on the hearts of many sincere Christians: "Can we truly be honest, and if so at what cost?” The Lord says in Luke 16:10, "Whoever can be
trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much." The small thing to
which the Lord is referring is money. Naturally, this also includes the pursuit of money.

There is no doubt that in the short span of time, a deceitful person will seem to prosper. But it doesn't take long for others to recognize this person’s
attitude. We must remember that Satan does have limited authority over this earth but can indeed provide riches. The problem with his supply is that
it is always accompanied by fear, anxiety, anger, greed, and resentment. The biggest loss associated with following the worldly path is the loss of
God's full blessings. God declares in Luke 16:11 "If you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?" Can
Christians be honest in our society? We are in the midst of a materialistic storm today, and every Christian must decide whether to build upon the solid
rock of God's Word or the shifting sands of society. You cannot serve both God and money" (Luke 16:13). Each Christian must come to the position

Her Cutest Smile

Thisis a story that happened some weeks ago.

It was a rainy day. Me and my mother went to buy groceries from the nearby store at
around . 7 pm. Me and my mother shared an umbrella... It was really dark and we were
simply i chatting when we stopped near a house. A house with red bricks many plants. The
aunty @ " in the house loved plants a lot. There was a mango tree right in front of their house
and ) s they were red in colour. | could see a granny through the window sitting in a dark
room - ¥ and watching something. "l hope you remember that granny sitting there baby..."
said g mother.

" O f course | do, how can | forget? When | was 9 years old, | used to go and play with

' house and she used to call me and talk to me." After a pause | said, "She used to wear a whlte top and a blue
checked lungi. She roams around and used to collect some fire woods." My mother was glad that | remembered her.
Even after visiting Kerala every year, | never thought about her. Sometimes | used to think why she is not coming out

of her home. "She has lost her memory dear..." said mother. | didn't know how to react. While we reached the shop, we decided to buy something for
her. She loves cakes and biscuits a lot. So we thought to buy something for her and before going back to our house, we visit her. After buying the
items, we reached their house. There were stairs leading to her house. We got inside and aunty came out of the kitchen to look who it was. We greet-

ed her and | gave granny the polybag with biscuits, marble cake and some more items. She was so happy and looking _
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The unique task

Sociologists have called human being a social animal and thinking animal. But human beings are more than
animals not because they socialize or think but because they are created in the image of God. They are the
crown of God’s creation with commitment and responsibilities towards their creator and the fellow beings. This
is quite evident in God’s commandment to Adam and Eve as recorded in the book of Genesis. Human beings
occupy the highest place in God'’s creation. The psalmist has put it so beautifully in Psalm 8:5-8. This under-
lines the fact that how God has brought everything under the domination of human beings. However this has
to be understood more as a responsibility than as exercising domination and authority. It is fulfilling the
God-given responsibility towards God himself and His creation. It is from here that we derive our understand- BA, BTh, BD, MTh
ing of stewardship. In our contemporary Indian context the theme stewardship provides two important insights Presbyterian of the
with regard to our Christian commitment and responsibility. Anglican Church of India,
Vicar : Ebenezer Parish
Charalkunnu,

Rev. Sunil Edapparambil

The first insight that stewardship provides is our responsibility and commitment to the proclamation of the
gospel. Paul understands it as the stewardship of the mysteries of God (cf. 1 Cor. 4:1). What Paul means to i ’
say is that every preacher of the gospel is a steward of the mystery of God. This is a responsibility that every |EMICETIRERIERNILEIS
follower of Christ is called to fulfill. But this is not without its share of pain and struggle particularly in the context [JRaCREUEEQIIEIERIE]E

of current political and social situations in India. Yet it is our primary responsibility as stewards of God to Center
proclaim the Gospel of Christ even in the midst of most difficult situations of life. For the call of Christ is not to Chief Editor: Kerala
gain life but to lose it for His sake (Lk 9:23-24). This reminds us of the words of the famous German theologian Children
Dietrich Bonhoeffer. “When Christ calls a man he bids him come and die”. Teacher: ATS Major

Seminary

History shows us examples of people who have sacrificed their lives for the gospel of Christ. The account of
Bishop Polycarp’s death is the earliest extant of Christian martyr ology. The civil authorities importuned thebi-
shop to apologize because of his age, but he replied suddenly, “I have served Christ eighty six years and he has done me no wrong.
How can | blaspheme my King? | am a Christian”. Miraculously the flames did not harm him, so he was dispatched with dagger, and then
burned, Polycarp was prepared to give up his life for the sake of faith and not his faith for the sake of his life. He was truly a steward of
Christ who demonstrated his commitment to Christ even at the point of death. The story of Graham Staines and his two sons is really
touching. Staines and his little children were brutally murdered because they bore witness to the gospel of Christ. The perpetrators of
this heinous act did not see the long 34 years of selfless service that Staines did among the poor lepers. The story of the mighty warriors
of the Gospel and their struggles continue in annals of history. They were stewards of Christ who responded to the call of Christ and took
their responsibility seriously. Nothing deterred them from their commitment to Christ. They proclaimed the message of salvation even
risking their own lives.

The second insight that stewardship provides is our responsibility and commitment to our society. Christians have often been accused
of shying way from their responsibility to the country. Although we cannot accept this in its entirety there is some truth in it. Many Chri-
tians think that involvement in issues of social concern is against Christian faith, but it is not. There are areas of social concern where
Christian participation is possible without diluting Christian convictions. Jesus showed His concern for the poor, the needy and the down-
trodden of His times. He identified with the weak and the marginalized in the society. Jesus did much of His ministry among the Galileans
who were despised by Judeans (John 7:1-). Jesus was accused of associating with publicans and sinners (Matt 9:11, Lk 5:29-30). He
healed lepers, who were away from the injustice, which was prevailing at that time, and challenged the hypocrisies of the religious and
social elites (LK 11:45,46). So, Christ offers the true model for Christian stewardship.

Our contemporary society is also similar to the Society of Jesus times in many ways. We see all around us so many social evils perpe-
trated by the rich and the powerful. India is a country with vast resources yet there are millions of people living very deplorable situations.
In spite of being one of the largest producers of food grains, millions die of hunger in India and many more millions live below poverty
line. Our country is one of the ancient civilizations yet we continue to practice caste system. India is known as the country of great
learned men like Kalidasa, Surdas, Meera Bai, Rabindranatha Tagore and Raja Ram Mohan Rai yet it is home for millions of illiterate.
India is land of men of great ideals like Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru and B. R. Ambedkar yet ours is one of the most corrupted
countries in the world. These situations are created by the unjust social systems.

This is the situation of our country where we are called to fulfill our God given task, to be stewards of the kingdom of God. It is important
that we reflect on our Christian response to such situations of life. Perhaps we need to explore ways for our involvement in issues of
social concern. This is part of our Christian stewardship. If Christ spoke against injustice and social evils of his times, his followers cannot
but follow in his footsteps.

Let me conclude with the words of Arch Bishop Desmond Tutu, the brave and eloquent Arch Bishop who struggled against apartheid in
South Africa. “.. There is nothing the government can do to me that will stop me from being involved in what | see injustice. | cannot keep
quiet. | will not keep quiet, for, as Jeremiah says, when | try to keep quiet, God’s word burns like a fire in my breast. But what is it that
they can ultimately do? The most awful thing that they can do is to kill me, and death is not the worst thing that can happen to a Chris-
tian.” The words of Bishop Tutu Underline the need for a Christian response to injustice and suffering. It is not an easy task; yet it is also
our responsibility to know what ought to be our response. Our commitment to Christ reflects our commitment to the world where we
serve him. As true stewards of Christ we are called not only to proclaim the message of salvation and forgiveness of sins but also to work
towards bringing wholeness (Shalom) in our society. This is a unique task to which we are called as God’s stewards.
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